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GAMBLING AT TKO F'JT 0, TH. CROSS John 19 : 16~-21 C! 
tl Let us not tear it, but cast lots for it to see whose it 

shall be" . John 19 : 24 

The cross as an instruement of death was not the inven

ticn of the Romans . They did give it prominpnce in history 

me Friday afterno:m when they placed Jesus upon it while 

their soldiers gambled for his possessions . 

After the soldiers had completpd their assignment, ~ey 

followed the practice of splitting up t.he possessions of the 

man they executed . In this case there was nothing but a robe . 

"Instead of telU"ing it , why don ' t we cast lots for itd. One 

~f them walked away that day with the Galeleanls g~~nt . 

The soldier~ watched the rolling of tte dice a~ Jesus paid 

the price of divine love to redeem . And , looking down, Jesus 

F.urely had pity on them.••on them whose unpleasant task it 

was to drive the nails and wait . 

Now , whatever we mieht think of the callousness of these 

servicenen as they gambled at the foot of the cross, thev 

are s~olic ~f U~ all . For the abundant life is found for 

us a~ we too gamble at the foot of the cross. Living is al

ways an enterorise in which many chance~ 8r~ taken , and the 

out c~ of the risks i~ uncertain . Sometimes we crJ about 

tt~ unfor5peable ruturp . Yet , if we reduce life to absolute 

c~rtaintie8 we would hesitiate to live at all . If there could 

be an unprofitable exl~tence , it would be that one fr(~ 

which the chance to win and to lose had been taken, on4 where 



-----~ 

£verytr,ing was ~ure . 

Faith and courage depend on hazard and risk , on uncer

tainties . :r our forefathers had played it safe , Koses would 

not have left ~r~~t , Columbus would not have sailed tne At 

Iantic , '~he PilE;rims would not have been pilrrims . 

How unproductive a world like that would be , n-,thing ven

tured-nothln~ £alned . Two farmers visitint. in the spring had 

a conversation like this : "John, what are rou to plant this 

year? Corn?" • II Nope, scared of corn borer" . 'IWell , what 

about potatoes?" , "Nope, too much danger of potato bugs" •. 

!lWell what ArE. you g:ling to plant"l" "Nothing, I ' m goln~ 

to play it safe" . 

To be surt , people need something they can count on, 

but they also need something they can taka a chance on . The 

Christian faith offer both : a dependable jod who can be 

counted on; and a kingdom on earth that each of us may risk 

our lives on to help establish . 

For out there on Golgotha, it was not just a few eoldiers 

who wp.re castinv. lots , and not just a mere garment at stake . 

There was a gambled on the cross and the takes were high -

man ' s relationship to God , to neighbor , an~ to self . Jesus 

was playing for kfteps , wagering everything as he plunged inl;.o 

the midst of human sin; venturing ev~rything that God ' ~ kinr

dOM comes a! his will 1s done . Jesus on the cro~~ bet hi~ 

life t ~t ~od would redeem those who trust and respond to 



his love . In thl~ day, we , who are his folloaprs , must play
@

for keeps too . And making a decision to join J~sus in the 

ii!;Amble to z:;ave fIlen is an opportunity for us all. 

1. 't."hatever is known about Jesus , there 1s no spcr'!t about 

~I ~e : H~ is in the same old bu~~nESS now as he was then - the 

business of redeeming 11ve~ J ~king gambl~rs of God ' s chil d

ren , cal1in~ them to bet on the great hope of sinners 

turned from sin to Jcd and turned toward one another in love . 

Thpre is no hi~her stake for any of us than that . 

It 1s really no secret . God in Christ g&~le8 on our re

demption , our ~alvation . And he awaits our fuller participa

tion in hi5 plans . How responsive do we care to be? 

Since life , by its n~ture J makes gamblers of us all , let 

Us be gamblers at the foot of the cross . ~e chance something 

in everything we do . The oliceAan enforCing the lAW risks , 

emergency personel speeding to answer an alarm risks , the 

scientist workin~ with a deadly viruE risks . An~ the m~n 

who forgives his nei~hbor , risk8 on the neighbor ' ~ pwoer to 

resist temptation tomorrow . 

So , everything where the outcome is une rtain ca~ses us 

to take chancp~ . And the value of the Christian faith for 

£uiding people in the risks they make is underscored by what 

Je~us was doin~ on th~ cross in contrast to what the soldiers 

were doin~ at the foot of it. As a Chri8~ian, just what i. 

it that yOU are betting your life on? 



2. ene thing W~ knoo; fa sure . :',hat we know is S~ meager
C1' 

that we muet live by faith , beli£vin~ and trusting whe~e we 

are not absolutely sure . ~ven beior. a genius does not mean 

to have full knowledge , but rather a proficient tho incom

plete understanding . 

So we do not argue the greatne~s of JFSUS on the ba9i~ of 

his knowledge ot na..tural scienre anymore th.qn we argue the 

greatness of Einstein on his know1edre of religion . ~he gen

i~s of Jp~us is religion , the genius of Einstein was science . 

tin5",elnl s f:lM"Iulae help ver:.' little ln our understandin~ 

of man ls relationship to Goo . However , Jesus l geni~s and 

teachings have had a profound effect on the ends to w~ich 

science is put . He need~ to have more . 

'fl/e have '!racked the atom but we are not sure that it is 

a wise crack; we have broken the f'ound barrier , but the 

voices of men are still discordent . Where are we to get the 

people with character and vision and commitment , wit~ sense 

and wisdom and co~passion wbo will help make the products 

of science hrln~ us peace and happiness? Well , test tubes 

can make truly rem~rkable things , Jut only the power of God 

in Jesus Christ can make a sensible and wise person . 

You see , this gambler on the cro~s showed us this : ,,'hat 

a man thinks about !Jod , and ott, rs , 'I.nd eelf det~I'!II1ne thp. 

the course of hi~ life . We have bl'en givpn incredible ~peed:: 

but now WE. have the challenge of creating a f~ith that will 



• 
make us better people when we C~.e to the end )f the journe • 

~r3 is not so much an excursion in a speBce3hip of ~ci~nce 

63 
8S it 15 an adventure on the wings of faith . ?tir companion 

1s JCEUS Christ . 0ur gqmble 15 the kin dem o~ God . Our roal 

1s ~he reconciliation of mankind . 

3. We stAnd on the frontier of this kingdom when we ~ay: 

tl .. believe, help ~ unbelief" . Jesus invites us to bp. risk-

in~ pionePTs into the little explored areas of life where 

our ~ine~t potential awaits development . 

The adventure to which we are SumMoned is not as dramtic 

as a ~ArS shot, but it 1s more significant . It involves 5enc

iog our live';, not out of the world , but into it - redemptivE' 

1y , breaking thru barrier- , and thru the entangle~nts of 

se1fishness . 

Let us darp to ~ve into the ~paces of Misunder~tanding , 

ill will , freed , hunp'er , prejudicp and practice the lov' of 

:hrist . That 1s the risk which we are called to as disciple~ . 

~omeonp ha~ figured that i the world I 5 population was 

compressed , with everything remainin~ in proportion, into a 

1000 people in a single town, then in thst town there would 

be 60 Americans . These 60 would receive half the income . 

Tr~re would be ))0 Christians , and 50 communists . Cnly 500 

pe:Jple would have h~ard of Jesus Christ . The siY.ty AMerica."5 

woulo be "'pf!!1rting better than $loex:'- yearl~, for military j out 

les~ ~h~n '5 annually to spread th f8it~ to th~ 67 who were 



not Christian . 

Here is the bpst possible venture into reality that you 

can possibly have .. to 6~ble and ?rob~ the loftier relation

ehips possible for the h~ family . T~o ad~entare begins for 

you when you , Q! "'rueblood sa:,'s , "Makp a dangerous and uncal 

cul:;,ted comrr.it nt" . ~i5k draw~ I')ur faith . Clo'W"i:" Chappell 

has said: "Chri~tians are like teaj their real :"tr.ngth 

comes our when they are in hot water" . 

L. ~here is no heroism without risking. And it miCht be 

that that is the reason your faith is ~o bland. we hqve never 

risked enough to JT'.ake it usef',!. So:r.t;.thing must bp- hazarded . 

"'he Christian , by his affirtJ'lation of ftlith in ':t'ri-t,garobles 

on the propo~ition that JO~ the rathe~ is in Christ ~econcil-

ing thR world to himself . He g8.!llbles hi~ lL~e on . he belief 

that God 1~ , at this very moment. , engaging the souls of men 

in rede~ptive struggle . The rlne~t credential! which a 

Chri tisn has are his deeds whi·h reflect faltnfu]ne~s to 

such ~ conviction . 

But ris~ is wh~t keeps ~O$t from waeering heavily on Je~u~ 

Christ . \o.'e -ll'1ply don ' t want to pay ".he price to be num\Jpred 

among the fai th! Ill , t,ha heroe" of Cod . 

What of the future fo~ /1 • should you ~~e deep co~it-

r'ent? ~o ~nc knows for .eurf! . "That i!' ;~ou decide to bec:)!'Ite 

a (,ambler, pa~tf'rn1nr ;rour actions al'ter tho:;e of the gam:,ler 

01 t.he cross? r.:ell , a ""rand unc rtaintj· await.3 you . 
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~en ~aul left Jerusalem tor Damas~us to rarret out ~ 

"; '"istians, no -:>ne drean3d tlvlt he would cone back a differ

e~t ~n . _ t the un~ors.eab1e was ou· there ~lon~ thqt 

crude hlv.hwa7, wa ti~~ in thp- ~orm of a con7ers~on experi

enc~, '"at ting to put hie; life andor n"w man I"IP.nt . And on 

thiR same \lnfore~eeiilble p~ss1bil t:{ the people 0"" vod are 

wa erinf their timo , talen , end oos~essions. The excit€~ent 

of the Ch~istian church , snd the hop~ ~r the world , is 

a~~used b] the ~a~asc~s ro~d possibilities in each of ue . 

H :-e i<:: a l'r:mtier tha+ sho,,"! no signs of !'Seeing awaz" : 

th frontier of personal decieion at which one cas~s lote 

with J.sus Chri~t . 

will some(:>ne h r todav accept hi~ call to I:lifh d:ron

t~re , its great ri~k~ , and its ahlding joy~? Tbe g~ble of 

the man on ~he corqq is tha~ .om~onp will ~om to ~he [OJt of 

the crO"'8 and dccbre: "Lord J I bet 1'IIY life wi th YO'I" . 


